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1. Preface:

On the 9th of October 2019 the Turkish state launched a war and subsequent occupation on the 
territory of northern Syria. This ongoing military offensive and occupation, focusing on the areas 
of Serekaniye (Ras al-Ayn) and Gire Spi (Tal Abiad), has maintained a multitude of human rights 
violations in the region. Turkey’s attacks on northern Syria have been justified with the excuse of 
establishing a “safe zone”. This area has now been occupied by Turkey and its allied mercenary 
forces for almost two years. While these recent attacks have destroyed a place where democracy, 
women’s rights and religious freedom had been established, they are not the sole reason that hun-
dreds of thousands of people have become refugees. This report puts these attacks in a political and 
historical context, showing that they are situated within regular and systemic genocidal attacks on 
the peoples of this region by Turkey. This report also aims to make known the strategic targetting 
and killing of women, the attempt to achieve demographic change through orchestrated and gen-
ocidal violence, and present the current situation in the occupied territories. 

2. Political and historical background of the Turkish occupation:

Turkey justifies the occupation offensive in northern Syria with the establishment of a “Safe Zone”. 
However, far from creating security for the local population, it has instead meant a brutal war of 
invasion in the region and de facto violations of human rights and international law. The current 
occupation is part of a conscious regime of oppressive policies that the Turkish state has conducted 
against the peoples of the region throughout recent history. In the 20th and 21st centuries, Tur-
key has tried to establish an ethnic hegemony over Kurdistan through genocides, massacres and 
violence. With these methods, Turkey seeks to establish a hegemony that culturally oppresses and 
eradicates Kurds and other peoples and attempts to enforce its hegemony in the region. On the 
24th of August 2016, the Turkish military and mercenary forces from Syria launched an operation 
called “Euphrates Shield” aimed at the towns of El-Bab, Azaz and Jerablous and the area along 
the border in north western Syria.1 In January 2018, the Turkish state attacked the Afrin region 
and has maintained a brutal occupation there since March 2018. On the 29th of March 2018, the 
Turkish military officially reported the success of this operation “Olive Branch”, thereby establish-
ing their occupation of the land in northern Syria, the city of Afrin and the surrounding villages.2 
Since then, human rights violations have been continuously reported from Afrin. Since the 9th 
of October 2019, the Turkish state has continued the war of occupation which it began in Afrin, 
extending its target area with brutal attacks on the areas of Serekaniye and Gire Spi. 

1 http://www.nrls.net/ku/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Hov%C3%AEt%C3%AE-Weke-Strateji-
yek%C3%AA-ji-bo-Bicihkirina-Dagirker%C3%AE-%C3%BB-Zal%C3%AEtiy%C3%AA-1.pdf
2 https://thegreekobserver.com/blog/2018/11/12/the-occupation-of-northern-syria-erdogans-first-step-for-
the-rise-of-the-new-ottoman-empire/
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Turkey’s attacks are aimed at the Autonomous Administration in North and East Syria, which 
stands for a communal, democratic and peaceful coexistence of all its peoples, including its many 
different ethnic, cultural and religious groups.  The Autonomous Administration is founded on 
the principles and praxis of direct democracy, the liberation of women, and an ecological society. 
These are based on the paradigm of Democratic Confederalism of Abdullah Öcalan. The 9th of Oc-
tober marks the 20th anniversary of the international plot against Abdullah Ocalan, a clandestine 
operation backed by an alliance of secret services directed by their corresponding governments 
which lead to Abdullah Öcalan being handed over to the Republic of Turkey and his incarcaration 
in a specially designed prison island.It is therefore not a coincidence that the Turkish state attacked 
Northern Syria on this date.3 The Turkish state is trying to destroy the security and stability of 
the region because it sees the Autonomous Administration as a threat to its fascist neo-Ottoman 
policies. The turkish State did not appriciate the defeat of IS. Therefore, the attacks on North and 
East Syria are also acts of revenge. Turkey is trying to weaken the Autonomous Administration and 
eradicate the project of Democratic Nation.

Turkey’s aim is to implement, secure and develop neo-Ottoman plans. According to these, the 
territory of the Autonomous Administration, as well as the entire region from Haleb (Aleppo) to 
Kirkuk and Mosul, i.e. a large part of North and East Syria and the Autonomous Region of Kurd-
istan in northern Iraq, belong to Turkish soil. With the demographic change and the looting and 
destruction of settlement areas, Turkey aims for the neo-Ottoman plans to be implemented. The 
direct interventions of the Turkish state in the territory of Syria are aimed at establishing Turkish 
sovereignity on Syrian territory. According to the 1920 Treaty of “Misaqa Milli”, these large regions 
of Kurdistan and Syria belong to Turkey.4 Furthermore, in 1925, a committee consisting of Mustafa 
Kemal Atatürk and members of the Turkish government decided on the ‘Plana Şark İslahat’ for 
furthering occupation. According to this plan, the entire region east of the Euphrates was to be 
ethnically cleansed; the Kurdish population was to be expelled and people loyal to Turkey were to 
be settled; all languages except Turkish were to be banned; and only Kurds who would deny their 
identity were to be accepted as employees in offices and institutions. The region was to be governed 
according to military legislation through which a government was to be established.5 
All Turkey’s operations in the area are conducted within the framework of this plan, including the 
attacks on Afrin, Serekaniye and Gire Spi. Tactically, Turkey’s operations seek to divide North and 
East Syria into several parts and bring key trade routes under control. 

3 https://freeocalan.org/assets/downloads/english/flyer/EN-Who_is_Ocalan_2018.pdf https://freeocalan.org/
assets/downloads/english/forms/2021-01-18-imrali-report.pdf
4 https://thegreekobserver.com/blog/2018/11/12/the-occupation-of-northern-syria-erdogans-first-step-for-
the-rise-of-the-new-ottoman-empire/
5 https://dbpedia.org/page/1925_Report_for_Reform_in_the_East_(Turkey)
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This is the case for the M4, wich is an important road for trade and exchange of necessary re-
sources in the region.6 Geostrategic interests are also behind the attacks on Serekaniye and Gire 
Spi. There are numerous oil wells in northern and eastern Syria, especially in the regions of Derik 
(El-Mālikiyah) and Deir ez-Zor.7 
These attacks were carried out in a planned and systematic manner and with the knowledge of the 
United Nations. Before Turkey attacked northern Syria, Erdogan announced his plans for an oc-
cupation offensive to the United Nations General Assembly.8 The United Nations is an institution 
whose mission is to resolve contradictions and achieve peace, this has been dismissed by Erdogan 
to implement a neo-Ottoman policy and the United Nations has so far failed to take a clear stance 
against the human rights violations. The United Nations has not fulfilled its responsibility to es-
tablish and secure peace. As a result of these attacks, the Kurdish population of the region have 
become refugees, with Arab 
refugees and families of 
mercenaries being settled in 
the region.9 Turkey is using 
refugees from Syria who are 
in Turkey and want to flee 
to Europe as political lever-
age against the EU. Despite 
this, overall the offensive 
has created hundreds of 
thousands of new refugees, 
rather than refugees being 
accommodated in the area. 
Due to the effects of this 
war, thousands of civilians 
have been kidnapped or killed and women and children in particular have disproportionately be-
come victims. In all these issues, Turkey has not shown any regard for international law. These are 
not accidental effects of the war tactics used, but the intended consequences of a conscious strategy 
of destructive politics, corresponding to the mentality, methods and policies of the Turkish state.

6 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/daily-summary/ 
https://www.syriahr.com/en/144078/
7 https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Distribution-map-of-hydrocarbon-fields-in-Syria-50-km-311-mi_
fig1_277647278
8 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bve1yt0SEb4                                                                                               
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2019/09/turkey-syria-united-states-erdogan-plans-for-east-euphrates.html
9 https://hawarnews.com/kr/haber/rveberiya-xweser-ji-ber-rsan-275-hezar-kes-kocber-bn-h23001.html
https://ronahi.tv/archives/26529
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3. Attacks on Serekaniye and Gire Spi:
3.1 Political developments:

During the operation “Spring of Peace”, conducted 
from the 9th of October 2019 onwards, the towns of 
Serekaniye and Gire Spi and the surrounding villages 
were occupied. Preceeding this, on the 7th of August 
2019, an alliance was formed between the US and 
Turkey, which was presented to the public as an alli-
ance to establish a security zone. Following this alli-
ance, the US withdrew its forces from the region. The 
withdrawal of forces paved the way for Turkey to occupy the region. Upon this US withdrawal, 
there was a public outcry. Turkey implemented its deeply fascist policy of aggression and the in-
ternational forces, through their policies and inaction, surrendered Serekaniye and Gire Spi to this 
war of aggression and occupation.10

3.2 Impact of the attacks and damage caused:

On the 9th of October 2019, Turkey began the occupation offensive. Beginning at 4am, Sereka-
niye, Gire Spi, then Qamislo and Eyn Isa were targetted in a bombing campaign. After this initial 
bombing, brutal military attacks continued using a variety of war technologies and forcing a large 
section of the population to flee. Civilian institutions and residential areas were targeted often and 
many were completely destroyed, resulting in a high number of civilian deaths and injuries.11

A total of 23 hospitals and medical institutions were de-
stroyed and eight female health workers were murdered. 
Three are known to have been murdered after being taken 
hostage by mercenary forces linked to Turkey. Seven fe-
male health workers were seriously injured. On the 10th 
of October Turkish warplanes bombed the local water 
and health infrastructure. In addition, on the 12th of Oc-
tober 2019, the leader of the Syrian Future Party, Hevrin 
Xelef, was assassinated by mercenaries with a hail of bullets on the M4 highway between Till Temir 
and Eyn Isa.12 The footage of this massacre was distributed by the mercenary force Ehrar El Şarqiy. 
It is clear that this was an orchestrated attack, Hevrin Xelef was a pioneer of women’s freedom and 

10 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/storage/2019/10/Explainer-Shifting-Pow-
er-Play-in-North-and-East-Syria-UPDATED-Rojava-Information-Center-October-2019.pdf
11 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/daily-summary/
12 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/syria-turkey-kurdish-deaths-civilians-female-pol-
itician-hevrin-khalaf-future-syria-party-a9153796.html
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the development of Democratic 
Confederalism in the Middle East 
and was known for her skill and 
contribution to diplomatic efforts.
On the 13th of October, a civilian 
convoy coming to Serekaniye for 
support was bombed by Turk-
ish warplanes.13 The attack killed 
the reporters Seed Ehmed of the 
ANHA Agency and Mihmed Reșo 
of the Yezidi TV station Çira TV. 
In addition, 13 other civilians 
were killed and 70 were injured. 

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
(SOHR) reported that gangs linked to Tur-
key executed 
nine civilians without trial and attacked 
Kurdish Red Crescent workers. There were 
repeated attacks on reporters and news agen-
cy workers during the offensive on Sereka-
niye and Gire Spi. Media workers were tar-
getted for documenting and publicising the 
brutal attacks on North and East Syria, seven reporters were injured and four were killed.

The Turkish state and affiliated mercenaries have murdered many civilians. In many places, merce-
naries and Turkish soldiers played with the corpses of murdered fighters in order to instill horror 
and fear and break the morale of the people. Gire Spi, the township itself and 360 villages in the 
region, were targeted, most of which fell into the hands of the occupiers. A number of these villages 
were completely destroyed, e.g. Kawamaza, Mişrafa and Sûsa. 
Since the first day of the occupation in Serekaniye and Gire Spi, women and children have been 
consciously targeted. As a result of this tragetting, all the gains made by the women’s revolution 
in this region have been lost.14 As a result of the attacks, 21 schools were destroyed and lessons 
have been stopped in 810 schools. 86,000 students have been deprived of their right to education. 
95 schools and educational centres in the occupied zone were turned into military centres by the 
occupiers.15

13 https://rojavainformationcenter.com/daily-summary/
15 https://hawarnews.com/tr/haber/gir-sp-ve-serkaniy-isgali-soykirim-pazarligi-2-yenilendi-h31998.html
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3.3 Use of chemical weapons:

During the attacks of10th-13th October, white phosphorus was used as 
a weapon against civilians. The use of phosphorous as a chemical weap-
on in these attacks has been verified by the PEAS Institute in Switzer-
land. The epidemiologist, microbiologist and immunologist Dr. Ebas 
Mensuran has, through his research, confirmed the effects of chemical 
weapons on the bodies of 30 people, including 3 children. A report pre-
pared by Dr. Ebas Mensuran, documented a large number of instanc-
es of burns, concluding that the Turkish state had used internationally 
banned chemical weapons of gas and poison on civilians.16

4. The situation in the occupied areas:

After the military operation, the Turkish state and its affiliated mercenary groups occupied the 
region east of the city of Serekaniye up to the city of Gire Spi and intotal 30 km wide strip be-
tween the citys along the boarder to Turkey, which various mercenary groups have divided be-
tween themselves. The system of the Autonomous Administration had worked to ensure equality 
and democracy in the region and is most known for the women’s revolution in Rojava. This has 
been destroyed by the Turkish state and replaced by an oppressive system that shows no regard for 
human rights. The United Nations report of 2020 testifies that military forces linked to Turkey are 
committing war crimes in the region.17

The hostile attacks and the Mercenary-government of the occupied territories are being ruled by 
a collaboration between Turkey and Mercenary forces under the name of the “Free Syrian Army”. 
The occupied territory has been divided between different Mercenary groups. Robbery, looting, 
dispossession, forced demographic changes, arrests, kidnapping, torture, murder, suppression of 
women’s rights and daily terror against the local population continue unabated.

4.1. Deaths and Injuries:

On 31.10.2019, the Syrian Democratic Council (SDC) announced in a press statement that by that 
time, 509 civilians had already become victims of the war of invasion and another 2733 had been 
injured.18  Due to explosions, planted mines and car bombs exploding in the city, the previously 
safe city became a highly dangerous place. Even after the offensive itself, a large number of people 

16 https://www.hawarnews.com/en/haber/medical-report-confirms-turkeys-use-of-chemical-weapons-in-ser-
kaniy-shelling-h12505.html
17 https://undocs.org/A/HRC/45/31
18 https://twitter.com/SDCPress/status/1189930505610956801
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lost their lives due to the frequent explosions in the city, clashes between Mercenary forces, as 
well as the torture of civilians in prisons. 54 people were injured by explosions in the time after 
the attacks. 96 people, including 53 children and 32 women, were injured due to mines left by the 
Turkish state or mercenary forces.19

4.2 Demographic changes:

According to unofficial figures, the attacks by Turkey and mercenary troops on Serekaniye and 
Gire Spi have turned 375 thousand civilians into refugees.20 Turkey’s long-term policy is to force 
a demographic change in the region. An 
OHCHR report has stated that Turkish sol-
diers and mercenaries are “trying to change 
the ethnic structure of the region in the 
long term” in North and East Syria.21 These 
demographic changes are systematically 
carried out in order to erradicate different 
nations and faith groups. Before the occu-
pation, Kurds, Arabs, Armenians, Assyri-
ans, Turkmen, Muslims, Christians, Yezidis 
and others lived together in the region. Due 
to the occupation, Kurds, Arabs, Armeni-
ans, Assyrians, Turkmens have been forced to become refugees.22 After the occupation, only 14 
Christians were left in Serekaniye, while 40 families had been living here before. Today, these fam-
ilies have become refugees, having been forced to flee to the Cizire region of Rojava, Europe, the 
USA or Canada.23

The Turkish occupiers have issued identity cards to the remaining population in the region, built 
public institutions linked to the Turkish state and changed the names of roads, squares and streets 
into the Turkish language. Turkey has not simply brought the region under its control, at the same 
time as its demographic “ethnic cleansing”  it has undertaken a “Turkification” operation. 

19 https://hawarnews.com/tr/haber/gir-sp-ve-serkaniy-isgali-soykirim-pazarligi-2-yenilendi-h31998.html
20 https://vdc-nsy.com/archives/43968
21 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ohchr_-_syria_monthly_human_rights_digest_-_
june_2018.pdf
22 https://www.syriahr.com/%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7-
%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84
%D8%AA%D8%BA%D9%8A%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B
A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%81/377554/?
23 https://www.syriahr.com/en/213934/
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Arabic and Turkish are now the official languages in the occupied region and Turkish is taught as a 
second language in schools.24 This shows that Turkey has set itself the goal of changing the identity 
of the people in the occupied area and bringing the demographic structure in the region under its 
own control and changing it by force. It is clear that Kurds who want to return have been restricted 
by mercenaries and the Turkish state.25 A video of a demonstration in Serekaniye shows posters 
and flags with IS symbols openly displayed.26 These actions are understood within the framework 
of Turkey establishing a safe corridor for terrorists in the region and using the region as a resource 
to continue to organise mercenary troops under the command of Turkey.

4.3 Abductions, detentions and torture:

In addition to the killings, injuries and forced displacement, many civilians have been abducted 
or have disappeared. Until today there is no information on the whereabouts of a large number of 
civilians. 6660 people are known to have been abducted by the occupation forces. Of these, about 
4000 have been released from the prisons to which they were taken, but the whereabouts of at least 
2660 more remain unknown. Of those released from the prisons, 96 reported torture and 89 fam-
ilies were asked to pay a ransom for the release of their detained relatives. War crimes such as kid-
napping and arresting civilians, beatings, physical and psychological torture, deprivation of food 
and water and the abduction of prisoners to the territory of Turkey (where these prisoners were 
put before Turkish courts and trialled according to Turkish laws), took place in large numbers. 
Many arbitrary arrests, with the accusation of relations with the Autonomous Administration, 
have been carried out. Torture is commonplace during arrests and in prisons. In the occupied ter-
ritory, each of the Mercenary gangs has established a number of prisons. Houses of civilians have 
also been turned into prisons.27 In addition, about 70 Syrian citizens are still in prisons in Turkey 
where they are being subjected to torture. 

4.4 Looting and raiding:

During the occupation and afterwards, various mercenary forces looted the property and hous-
es of local people and robbed land, property and crops. Different parts of the Free Syrian Army 
robbed the household possessions of Serekaniye residents and systematically sold them outside the 
region.28 

24 https://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/syrien-willkommen-in-der-tuerkischen-besatzungszone-a-1172804.
html
25 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/11/27/syria-civilians-abused-safe-zones
26 https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/emergence-isis-gangs-in-serkaniy-publicly-h20163.html
27 https://www.syriahr.com/en/185396/                                                                                                                  
https://hawarnews.com/en/haber/woman-bitterly-narrates-her-story-in-turkish-occupations-prisons-serkaniy-hot-
bed-of-isis-h25593.html
28 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/11/27/syria-civilians-abused-safe-zones
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This has been reported to have happened countless times. A local who went back to his house re-
ported that everything was looted. He found that the entire household had been sold by a member 
of the Sultan Murad gang.29 This looting continues, and at times armed confrontations have arisen 
between different parts of the Free Syrian Army over looted goods. The mercenary forces also 
stole the agricultural harvest of the region and sold it in Turkey. This resulted in a large amount of 
essential wheat being stolen from the local population.30

4.5 Looting of cemeteries and historical sites:

Turkey linked mercenary forces, mainly the al-Hamza and 
Sultan Murad Brigades, looted historical sites such as Tel 
Halaf in Serekaniye. They used the excuse of looking for tun-
nels of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), but it became 
public that mercenary troops were instead destroying his-
torical towns and selling historical finds for financial profit. 
Jezidi cemeteries were destroyed and looted.31 The Mar Tou-
ma Orthodox Church was looted aswell.32

4.6 Cutting off the water supply:

Since the occupation, the water of the Alok water station near the town of Serekaniye, which 
provides clean drinking water for the Cizire region, has been cut off more than 24 times. In total, 
almost one million people in the city and region of Heseke, and specifically three refugee camps, 
have been affected by the cut-off of water supply.33 The Turkish state has been deliberately using 
water as a weapon during the outbreak of the corona pandemic. Water is indispensable for health. 
The Alok Water Station is being used by Turkey as a counter-insurgency tool.34

4.7 Violations against women:

Violations against women, such as sexual assault, violence, torture and abductions, take place per-
manently in the occupied territories. A large number of women are in the prisons of Turkey’s 
Mercenaries and it is unclear what their situation is. Women are taken to Turkey and sold, where

they are subjected to assault and sexual violence.35 This causes great physical and mental damage 
to women and negativly influences the moral of society as a whole. The arrests of girls and women 
have taken place during joint patrols by the Turkish secret service and armed groups.36 At least 30 
women from Serekaniye are known to have experienced sexualised violence. To find information 

31 https://www.syriahr.com/en/221561/
32 https://www.syriahr.com/en/213934/
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about cases of  rape and assault is now even more difficult, because fears have developed in society, 
after prisons were used to silence the population with violence.37

5. Situation in the refugee camps:

According to information from the Autonomous Administration, up to 100,000 people have be-
come refugees in the Gire Spi region. On the 22nd of October 2019, 3530 of these were accommo-
dated by the Gire Spi Region Council in the newly built Til Senema camp near Raqqa. Thousands of 
civilians fled to Raqqa, Tebqa and Minbic. More than 200,000 people fled from Serekaniye, a large 
number of whom were distributed in refugee camps in the North and East Syria. Heseke took in 
refugees from Serekaniye and opened the Washokanî Camp, which is now home to 15,000 people. 
Refugees who came to the town of Heseke were accommodated in 85 schools. As a result, neither 
the children of Heseke nor the refugees could go to school, as almost all schools were overcrowded 
with refugees, the education of all students has been interrupted. This has lead to a negative and 
long-lasting effect on the children of the area. In order to overcome difficulties in organising ed-
ucation, the camp named Serekaniye was opened on 16 August 2020, where 11,655 refugees are 
currently living.38 Dirbesiye, which is part of Heseke, has accommodated 11,000 refugees and Til 
Temir has also accommodated 11,000 refugees. 

The camps under the direction of the Autono-
mous Administration did not see any support 
from the United Nations. Therefore, the situ-
ation in the refugee camps is very difficult and 
not all basic material needs are able to be met. 
Little and late support was provided by organi-
sations and NGOs based in Rojava. Most of the 
aid for the refugees has been provided by the 
Autonomous Administration itself.39

6. Violations of internationally recognised human rights:

The Turkish state and mercenary forces have committed a number of war crimes and human rights 
violations by targeting civilians and, although the United Nations has drawn attention to interna-
tional treaties in relation to the region, so far no international institution has suggested or imposed 
consequences. Amnesty International publisheda report on 18th of October 2019 showing the 

37 https://jinhaagency.com/all-news/content/view/3141?page=13
38 https://ronahi.net/ku/?p=32464
39 Information on the Serekaniye and Washokani camps was gathered by an interview with the Co-chairs of 
the camps, Kongra Star and Mala Jin on the 13.09.2021.
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results of these violations and proving that Turkish military and Mercenary forces deliberately 
attacked civilians in North and East Syria. War crimes committed by the Turkish state and merce-
nary troops were documented in this report.40 Due to the occupation, thousands of children have 
been born in a war situation, become refugees, remained without economic necessities, suffered 
psychological damage and live a life without opportunities. The occupation has caused immeas-
urable material and psycho-emotional damage to the affected people. The attacks and subsequent 
occupation have created suffering and wreaked chaos for the hundreds of thousands of displaced 
people as well as those that remain. However, both the United Nations and the EU remain silent 
on this issue and have not provided any assistance to the refugees. A demographic change like 
this, brought about by force, is recognised as a genocidal crime against humanity before the Inter-
national Court of Human Rights in Rome and yet it continues to pass without such international 
acknowledgement or efforts for justice.41

7. Outcome:

As a result of the attacks of the fascist Turkish state, thousands of people have been killed and hun-
dreds of thousands have been forced to become refugees in the areas of Serekaniye and Gire Spi. 
In this way, the Turkish state wants to continue to further occupy the territory of the Autonomous 
Administration step by step. This ongoing genocidal violence and targeted attacks violate every 
internationally recognised human right. As a result, the freedom and security of the people of the 
region is being lost. 
The way should be opened immediately for human rights organisations in the occupied regions to 
observe the situation on the ground one-to-one. The wish of the people of Serekaniye and Gire Spi 
is to return to and live on their own land. There should be international consequences and sanc-
tions for Turkey and an international court should be called to judge the war crimes and human 
rights violations that have taken place, and continue to take place in North and East Syria. The in-
ternational community can and should impose economic sanctions on Turkey. All arms sales and 
the transfer of knowledge and support for the production of weapons to Turkey has to be stopped. 

The Autonomous Administration is a system in which different ethnic groups can live together 
peacefully and pursues the goal of a democratic society that protects women’s rights. In order for 
democracy and security to return to the region, Turkey and its affiliated Mercenary forces should 
be forced to withdraw from the region. It is necessary to end the occupation and to stop any fur-
ther trys of Turkey to occupy North and East Syria, in order for the peoples to achieve a free and 
peacfull live.

40 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/10/syria-damning-evidence-of-war-crimes-and-other-viola-
tions-by-turkish-forces-and-their-allies/
41 http://www.un.org/law/icc/statute/99_corr/2.htm
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