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Introduction
On February 15, 1999, the Kurdish leader Abdullah Öcalan was arrested as part of
an international conspiracy. This conspiracy is still active and has taken various
forms. It began on October 9, 1998 and its aim was the elimination of the national
liberation struggle led by Abdullah Ocalan, a struggle based on the principles of
democracy, ecological justice and women's liberation. One has to take the events
and results of this conspiracy seriously and recognize that its planning was based on
the interests and policies of several global, regional and local powers and parties. To
better understand the events and results, we will focus on the person of Abdullah
Ocalan, his views and the international conspiracy against him.

On the life of Abdullah Ocalan
Abdullah Ocalan was born on April 4, 1949, in the village of Amara in the town of
Khalfati near the city of Urfa. He attended elementary school in the Armenian village
of Jibin, adjacent to his village, and completed secondary school in Nizip in the city
of Gaziantep. From a young age, he was known for his influential personality. In
1970, when he was enrolled in Istanbul University Law School, Öcalan met and was
influenced by the "Cultural Centers of the Revolutionaries of the Eastern DKÖ" and
the revolutionary youth group "Dev-Genc". At that time, Mahir Jayan's radical
positions, especially regarding the solution of the Kurdish question, prompted him to
leave the Law Faculty and enroll in the Political Science Faculty of Ankara University
in 1971.
Öcalan led one of the sit-ins at the Faculty of Political Science in Ankara to protest
the killing of Mahir Jayan and his nine companions in the village of Qızıl Dura in
March 1972, and this led to his arrest on April 7, 1972; he remained in prison for
seven months.
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Öcalan and others concluded that Kurdistan was a colony and that a revolution had
to be organized. In early 1973, he began to form his own group. His first historic
meeting, with a group of seven comrades, took place in Nowruz 1973 near the
Gubok reservoir in Ankara. The ideas of Kemal Pir, one of the founders of the
Kurdistan Liberation Movement, furnished the basic theory of the group, which could
be summarized as: The liberation of the Turkish people passes from the liberation of
the Kurdish people.

As a result of the work of the first group, the first founding conference was held in
the village of "Fis" in Diyarbakir on November 26 and 27, 1978 with the participation
of women, and it ended with the announcement of the founding of the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK). At this founding meeting, women's liberation had already
been established as one of the party’s goals.
The party's activities focused on political matters, on raising Kurdish people's
awareness of their reality under colonialism, on the demand for the liberation of
Kurdistan and the demand for the rights of the Kurdish people, in addition to the
demand for the rights of the Turkish people.
The struggle for essential rights led to great repression, a massive campaign of
arrests, and to the persecution of Abdullah Öcalan by the Turkish state. He was
forced to leave Northern Kurdistan (Turkey) for Rojava (Northern Syria) on July 2,
1979. In response to the September 12, 1980 military coup in Turkey and the
ongoing repression and attacks against the Kurdish people, the PKK announced an
armed struggle to defend the rights of Kurds in Turkey on August 15, 1984.
Abdullah Ocalan led uprisings to protect the Kurdish people, which gained massive
popular support in the 1990s. A political and democratic solution to the Kurdish
question was proposed. NATO and Gladio forces responded to these efforts to find
a democratic solution with an international conspiracy that began on November 1,
1998, with an ultimate threat of war against Syria by the Turkish president, and the
result that Abdullah Öcalan left Syria on October 9, 1998, after 19 years of
residence.

Abdullah Ocalan's advocacy of women's freedom
From an early age, Ocalan noticed and was critical of the inequality between the
genders and the oppression of women in society with its customs and traditions. He
was always committed to seeing women as equal companions. Therefore, he
worked hard for the participation of women since the foundation of the revolutionary
movement. Comrade Sakine Cansiz was one of the first women to join the group,
paving the way for other women to seek their freedom and break the shackles of
slavery.
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Ocalan analyzed every aspect of women’s lives and worked towards a
comprehensive approach to free women from the clutches of the decadent social
situation imposed on them, as women were deprived of their most basic rights and
treated inhumanely. The role of women throughout history had been ignored, even
though women were creators and developers of life.

Abdullah Ocalan says, "For me, the freedom of women is more important than
anything else." He believes that the liberation of women is necessary and that the
liberation of the country begins with the liberation of women. He considers women
as the first group that was a victim of slavery and the inequality imposed by
humanity. For this reason, from the very beginning, Abdullah Ocalan has relied on
their participation in the Kurdish liberation movement and has attached great
importance to it.
Abdullah Ocalan developed the theory of separation, which includes both mental
separation from patriarchy and physical separation from men, so that women can
form their own independent unit and organize themselves without having to rely on
the men who have enslaved them for five thousand years through patriarchy. This
theory had a great impact on women and led them to create their own organization
so that they could make their own decisions. More and more women joined the
ranks of the Kurdish liberation movement to fight against their oppression. Abdullah
Öcalan attached great importance to encouraging women to participate actively and
to smashing the elements in women's personalities that had been indoctrinated by
the mentality of patriarchal society.
Integrating women into the ranks of the national liberation struggle and transforming
them into an independent force determined by their free will was an abiding principle
for Ocalan, based on his conviction that "to win a woman is to win the revolution, to
reach it and lead it to success." In this context, it was necessary to develop
principles that enabled women to organize themselves to confront slavery and
capitalist modernity. Therefore, Abdullah Ocalan proposed five principles for
women's liberation: patriotism, free thought, organization, struggle, ethics and
aesthetics. He also believed that women should take an ideological and military
leadership role in all fields in order to liberate themselves from the male mentality.

4

In 1993, the women in the movement formed an autonomous army and took the
martyrs as an example for progress. Abdullah Ocalan referred to the martyred Ş.
Zilan as his commander and said she was his leader and represented the
ideological line. Kurdish women were able to organize in four parts of Kurdistan and
Europe through the analyses of the Kurdish Freedom Movement and Abdullah
Ocalan, and made the Rojava Revolution the best example of women's ability and
resistance. The women of the Rojava Revolution not only resisted ISIS, which
threatened the whole of humanity, but also fought against the patriarchy at all levels.
Women, through the power of their will, were able to break through this barbarism
and liberate humanity from its danger. Thus, the revolution of Rojava became the
revolution of women through the resistance of women in Kobani, which radiated
from there to other regions in the north and east of Syria and in the world, and thus
became a symbol of resistance.

Women's resistance was not limited to the military struggle, but also included the
social aspect, organizing themselves into institutions and establishing a system of
joint presidency. It also created its own councils and committees to educate women
and advance them on the road to liberation, and to confront the capitalist system of
modernity that exploits women. This issue is one of the reasons that led to the
conspiracy against the Ocalan, because the authoritarian state system is based on a
male mentality and does not accept free women and sees them as a threat to its
existence.

The international conspiracy against Abdullah Öcalan
The international conspiracy proceeded according to an organized and conscious
program prepared and executed over many years, as the roles of all forces and
parties involved in this conspiracy were determined with extreme precision in accord
with a well thought out organizational plan. The threads of this conspiracy started
with the internal police and internal secret services in Turkey and extended to the
many organizations and international secret services.
The model and ideas of the Kurdish freedom movement became an alternative to
the modern capitalist system, and many circles and forces in America as well as in
Europe saw it as a threat. These circles and forces hastened to weave the threads
of conspiracy and created conditions for a convergence of views and opinions
among them. Turkey showed its discomfort with the proposals of the Kurdish
freedom movement, seeing them as a threat to the continuation of its existing
political system. These proposals were also not in line with the economic and
political interests of the United States of America. The Europeans were also
unwilling to let the initiative to resolve the Kurdish issue leave the framework of their
governance and influence. These developments paved the way for the preparation
of the international conspiracy on October 9. This conspiracy was orchestrated by
NATO itself and thus became an international conspiracy in which interests of
several imperialist powers and countries were intertwined. The official
announcement of a ceasefire on September 1, 1998 and the beginning of attempts
to find a peaceful and political solution to the Kurdish question through a just
democratic system on the part of the PKK were prevented by this conspiracy.
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About the conspiracy directed against him on October 9, Ocalan says: "I see that the
international conspiracy that led to my being taken to Turkey on February 15, 1999,
is one of the most important events in the conspiratorial tradition of the ruling
authorities." His journey, which began on October 9, 1998, when he left Syria and
went to Athens, which was continued in Russia and Italy, which led to his being
forced to return to Russia and Greece, and which reached its final stage with his
abduction to Kenya, can be described as an international conspiracy that included a
strong coalition from four continents and was composed of political games and
economic interests along with treachery, violence, and betrayal.

The isolation imposed on Abdullah Ocalan
For twenty-three years, leader Abdullah Öcalan has been in solitary confinement on
the prison island of Imrali. The Turkish state abducted Öcalan from the Kenyan
capital Nairobi on February 15, 1999, and brought him to Imrali, where he was
sentenced to death. In August 2002, the Turkish parliament voted to abolish the
death penalty and commuted the sentence to life imprisonment. In this way, Turkey
hopes to increase its chances of joining the European Union. During the twentythree years Ocalan spent in Imrali, numerous cases of physical and psychological
torture were documented, including the state of isolation imposed on him for eleven
years, and these violations still continue.
Since July 27, 2011, the Turkish state has not allowed Öcalan to meet with his
lawyer. The isolation worsened in 2015 and entered a new phase when family visits
were also prevented. Öcalan's lawyers visited the prosecutor's office in Bursa to
meet with their client, but all their attempts to visit him were rejected. The Bursa
Prosecutor's Office has prevented the lawyers' visits since October 27, 2011 under
pretexts such as ship breakdown, bad weather conditions, and emergency
situations.
This policy of imposed isolation violates the Geneva Conventions, international and
humanitarian law, and as well as United Nations resolutions, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, all of which require humane treatment of detainees, respect for their dignity,
and contact of a detainee with the outside world, particularly with their family or legal
counsel.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights of 1966 affirmed that the right to life is an inherent right
of every human being, that the law must protect this right, that no one may be
arbitrarily deprived of his or her life, and that this right cannot be suspended even in
situations of emergency, as stated in Article 4/a. Under the Fourth Geneva
Convention Relative to the Protection of Prisoners in Prison, the violations against
Abdullah Ocalan constituted a "crime against humanity" and a violation of the United
Nations Charter, to which Turkey is a signatory.
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Imrali stage
The main goal of the imprisonment of Abdullah Ocalan is the extermination of the
Kurdish people and the elimination of the Kurdish liberation movement struggling
against the system of capitalist modernity that is working hard to realize the Greater
Middle East project. The project for a democratic nation presented by Ocalan was a
response to the conspiracy and also to the Greater Middle East project. Abdullah
Ocalan believes that the best solution to the crisis in the Middle East is a democratic
nation, which is not limited to a particular point of view, language, culture, religion or
history, but rather is characterized by mutual support and cooperation between
citizens and groups against a background of pluralism, freedom and equality, and
that a democratic society can only be achieved through such a model of nationhood.

Conclusion
At the same time as the leader of the Kurdish freedom movement and
representative of millions of Kurds and beyond is kept in isolation, the Turkish state
is trying to isolate all democratic efforts based on the ideas of Abdullah Ocalan. The
occupation of Afrin in 2018 and the occupation attacks on Gire Spi and Sere Kaniye
that started on 09 October 2019 can be seen as a continuation of the international
conspiracy. On October 9, 2020, the 22nd anniversary of the beginning of the
conspiracy, Erbil and Baghdad signed an agreement against the will of the people of
Şengal, according to which the Şengal Autonomous Administration was to be
abolished and the YBŞ and YJŞ forces were to leave Şengal and be replaced by the
Iraqi army and the PDK. The conspiracy continues in all its forms and with the
participation of the world powers, which remain silent in the face of all the violations
committed by the Turkish occupying state. However, the people who have taken the
path of resistance and free will and embraced the thought of Abdullah Ocalan will
not agree to be wiped out again, and they must unite with the peoples of the region
with all their ethnicities, religions and components. Women in particular, who would
like to live a free and democratic life, are doing all they can to help Abdullah Ocalan
gain his physical freedom. Because all ways to peace lead through the freedom of
Abdullah Ocalan.
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