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The Turkish Occupying Army Attacked Civilians and Critical 
Infrastructure, Committing Crimes Against Humanity

During the night of  November 19-20 the Turkish state launched a widespread air attack 
across the entire region of  the Autonomous Administration of  North and East Syria. Over 
this first night, many civilian targets were destroyed, including a hospital in Kobanê and an 
ambulance car in Dêrik. In the village of  Teqil Beqil close to the city of  Dêrik, eleven civil-
ians were killed and six people injured on November 20. After a previous airstrike there in 
the night, people rushed to the scene to provide assistance and were targeted with a second 
airstrike. Also on the November 20, a wheat silo in Ain Issa was destroyed; its reconstruction 
would exceed costs of  $150,000.  Furthermore a school in the countryside of  Kobanê was  
bombed by airplanes.

On November 22 the Anti-Terror Forces, YAT, who are at the forefront in the fight against 
ISIS, were targeted in an airstrike in the region of  Hesekeh (50km from the Turkish-Syrian 
border). Two fighters were martyred as a result. Also on the same day. numerous oil wells and 
power systems infrastructure were targeted, in the area around Tirbespî, power plants in the 
area of  Dêrik and in many other cities.  By attacking an oil field in Deir ez-Zor, 70km away 
from the Turkish-Syrian border, Turkey showed that its attacks are directed against the whole 
region of  the Autonomous Administration. Further civilian infrastructure, like a clinic in the 
Kobanê region, was hit on November 22. 

 Weekly Newsletter

Images of  the destroyed school, the destroyed grain silo, and the hospital (from left to right)
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On the 23rd of  November, the Turkish state hit a gas plant in the canton of  Qamişlo and 
conducted several airstrikes in the area. Furthermore, it struck the surroundings of  an ISIS 
prison in a village just outside Qamişlo city in order to help ISIS fighters escape (though this 
was prevented by the Self-Defense Forces). On the same day, many more places were bombed, 
including a joint Russian/SDF base, and several petrol stations and oil fields. In the same night, 
the security forces guarding the Al-Hol camp were targeted and eight fighters gave their lives. 
Several ISIS families managed to escape in the ensuing chaos the attack, but were later re-ap-
prehended by SDF forces. At this point, the SDF made a statement to announce that they must 
suspend operations in the fight against ISIS due to Turkish bombardment. 

In the following days from the 25th until the 27th of  November all border areas from Efrîn 
to Dêrik were targeted with heavy mortar shelling. The countryside of  Afrîn and Shehba as 
well as the region around Kobanê were struck particularly severely. Fascist jihadist groups also 
attempted to invade in the area of  Zirgan, a village near Sere Kanye, but were thwarted by the 
SDF. On the 27th of  November, a 12 year old girl was shot in a neighborhood in Kobanê by 
soldiers of  the Turkish army from across the border. She is in the hospital now. The shelling 
of  villages in all parts of  the border areas are continuing unabated. In total, fourteen civilians, 
fourteen fighters of  the SDF, and five fighter from the Efrîn Liberation Forces were martyred 
in the attacks so far.

The attack on the Al-Hol Camp Security Forces and the destroyed gas plant

Images of  attacked oil wells and a power plant that was bombed



Women’s Organization Will Defend Society Against All Attacks

Since the heavy attacks on the Autonomous Administration of  North and East Syria started 
on the 19th of  November, people all across the region have protested. In all of  the demon-
strations, women and youth were in the forefront, such as in Qamişlo on November 20,  and 
in many other cities where thousands took the streets to show their dedication to resist any 
attempt to invade on the part of  Turkey.  

As a reaction to the bombings, Kongra Star declared they will not bow their heads in front 
of  the enemy. We analyze the attacks as connected to the successful resistance of  the guerrilla 
in the mountains. Since the Turkish state has not been able to reach its goal there, it is now 
turning its aggression towards western Kurdistan. The YPJ also declared: “The terror regime 
of  Erdoğan is attacking our regions today with a genocidal mentality. Yet, the AKP-MHP 
fascism should know that they will not succeed.” Also on the 21st of  November people took 
to the streets despite the immanent danger of  further bombing attacks. The youth carried out 
marches which saw large-scale participation from the public, especially in Raqqa, with partici-
pation of  the Young Women’s Union, but also in Shehba and Aleppo. Throughout the attacks, 
all over northeastern Syria the people have been protesting and showing their commitment to 
stand side by side with the SDF and HRE (Efrîn Liberation Forces). 
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Demonstrations on November 20 as a direct reaction to the attacks

Demonstrations on November 22 in Raqqa (on the left) and Shehba (on the right side)
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On the 25th of  November, in honor of  the worldwide day against violence against women, 
women organized marches in many different cities and towns, including Hesekeh, Kobanê and 
Minbic, where thousands participated. Also men took the streets in various places in order to 
demonstrate against patriarchal violence against women. In the face of  threats of  further at-
tacks by the Turkish state, Newroz Ehmed, a spokesperson of  SDF and YPJ stated that taking 
up a sense of  responsibility for the Rojava revolution means fighting for humanity. She urged 
that as much as people took up the cause for Kobanê and Shengal, they should also rise up 
now. 

Demonstrations for November 25 International Day Against Violence Against Women in Aleppo and Hesekeh

On the 26th and 27th of  November the demonstrations against the attacks continued, in-
cluding in the region of  Qamişlo. Kongra Star spokesperson Emîne Osê stated that women’s 
organization will defend society, and that the more women build a collective mindset, the better 
they will be able to resist the attacks. Gul Mihemed, member of  the Kongra Star Coordination 
in Efrîn said, that they will defeat the dictatorship of  the current times, as the Mirabel sisters, to 
whom the 25th of  November is dedicated, did in their time: “Just as women in history defeated 
Trujillo’s dictatorship, they will also defeat Erdogan’s dictatorship of  this time”.
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Gule Mihemed, Kongra Star Afrin
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