
Fact sheet: Resistance of Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyah

Overview:
After  rising  tensions  and  minor  attacks  over  the  last  several  months,  the  Syrian 
Transitional government (HTS) along side the Syrian National Army (SNA) and soldiers 
videoed wearing ISIS uniform and known Turkish nationalists, led a joint attack on the 
Kurdish majority neighbourhoods of Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyah which are part of the 
Democratic Autonomous Administration.
With Tanks, airstrikes and other heavy weaponry the Syrian Army started a heavy siege on 
the  6th  January.  On the  9th  of  January  the  people’s  council  of  Sheikh  Maqsoud and 
Ashrafiyah made a joint statement, declaring that they would stay and defend. The internal  
security  forces  and  the  people  continued  their  resistance  against  the  fascist  Islamist 
ideology and physical attacks.

History:
• Aleppo is the second largest city in Syria.
• It is located in the north of Syria and has a population of over 2 million people. The 

Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyah are Kurdish majority neighbourhoods in Aleppo with a 
population between 100,000-200,000 people.

• In 2011 Aleppo became one of the centres of the revolution and saw heavy fighting 
during  the  Syrian  civil  war.  The  Sheikh  Maqsoud  and  Ashrafiyah  neighbourhoods 
pushed out the Assad regime with armed resistance and declared autonomy. They then 
came under the protection of the YPG (the peoples protection units). They were one of 
the  first  areas  to  rise  up  against  the  Assad  regime  and  have  subsequently  faced 
embargoes, sieges and attacks by both pro Assad and Islamist forces. In 2016, after 
indiscriminate shelling and the use of banned chemical weapons, Amnesty International 
declared war crimes were being committed in the neighbourhoods of Sheikh Maqsoud 
and Ashrafiyah. Also in 2016, Assad forces regained control over the whole city except 
for the 2 Kurdish majority neighbourhoods who successfully defended their autonomy.

• Many people who were displaced from Afrin in 2018 and many people who had to flee 
from Shahba in late 2024 fled to Sheihk Masoud.

• The Syrian Transitional government, supported by Turkey, Britain, USA, EU and Israel, 
has a jihadist ideology and wants to extend its power to the whole of Syria.



Agreements:
On the 29th November 2024, HTS and Turkish backed SNA, entered into Aleppo in their 
offensive that topples the Assad regime and led them to become the Syrian Transitional 
government. This led to SDF and HTS making two agreements:
• The March 10th agreement created a path to integration for the North and East Syria to 

integrate into the new Syrian political and military system. This was to be done by the 
end

• The April 1st agreement aimed to bring an end to the clashes happening around the 
Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyah neighbourhood. With this agreement the SDF withdrew 
their fighters and heavy weapons and only the Asayish (Internal Security Forces) with 
light weapons remained.

The attacks on the neighbourhoods came from a supposed breakdown in talks aiming to 
implement the march 10th negotiations, and after pressure from the Turkish state to stop 
the negotiations.

What happened and numbers:
• The media is reporting that currently more than 23 civilians have fallen Martyr. However 

there has been no official death toll and we are expecting this number to be higher with  
more information. The injured, that recently left  the neighbourhoods are reporting of 
streets full of dead bodies.

• Over  hundreds  of  people  are  injured,  many  are  women and children.  Many of  the 
injured  have  now  been  able  to  be  brought  out  of  Aleppo  and  are  now  within  the 
Autonomous Administration in Raqqa and Heseke

• Many civilians have been kidnapped and are in the hands of Jihadists, including medical 
aid workers. The STG claims they have 300 citizens. Their whereabouts is unclear and 
it's feared that a massacre will be conducted on them.

• People have no access to water, oil,  gas, food, medical treatment and humanitarian 
facilities. The result of this causes a huge human catastrophe.

• The Khaled Fajr hospital in Sheikh Maqsoud are without power since the 8th of January, 
after being attacked over 5 times, with repeated shelling. This is a war crime.

• The STG used 80 tanks and 42,000 soliders from across Syria.  The people in  the 
nieghbourhoods, under the agreement of April 1st agreement, had no heavy weapons. 

International ties:
As we have seen in the last year, external recognition and support often directly leads to 
violence pursued against minorities internally.
• 6th January (the day the attacks started)- STG and Israel made an agreement through 

US mediated talks. According to the Israeli Prime Minister ‘the dialogues would continue 
to advance common goals’.

• 8th January- Turkey declared that they support the STG in their ongoing attacks.
• 9th  January-  whilst  attacks  were  happening  on  Aleppo,  the  European  Commission 

President Ursula von der Leyen made her first official visit to Damascus and praised the 
new regime for it’s ‘progress’ in the transition process and spoke of a possible “new 
beginning” in relations. She pledged that the EU will financially and political support to 
the STG.

• 10th January- the US agreed to lift the sanctions on Syria and ‘extends its support to the 
Syrian  government  under  President  Ahmed  al-Sharaa  as  it  works  to  stabilize  the 
country’



Evidence of Turkish involvement:
• The SNA is backed and funded by Turkey. SNA soldiers receive wages from the Turkish 

State which is why we call them Turkish mercenaries. The SNA recently formally joined
• HTS as part of the Syrian Army and the attacks in Aleppo are joint effort.
• Reports  by  civilians  attacked  in  Aleppo  that  many  soldiers  were  speaking  Turkish, 

photos of supposedly Syrian fighters making the Grey Wolf sign (Turkish Nationalism) 
and known Turkish citizens videoed fighting in Aleppo.

• On the 8th January the Turkish Ministry of Defense state that ‘Turkey will provide the 
necessary  support  (to  STG)’ and  that  they  support  this  fight.  On the  10th  January 
Turkey made a direct military attack at an SDF position in Tabqa and threatened to 
expand the conflict. Starting from the 11th, the Tishrin dam is also being attacked with 
drones and artillery, warplanes belonging to the Turkish Army were seen.

• Tom  Barack,  who  is  the  special  envoy  for  Syria  and  takes  a  very  active  role  in 
negotiations and deals between STG and SDF, is also the US ambassador for Turkey.

Resistance and support:
• The resistance in Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafiyah is a powerful  act  of  the will  and 

strength of the people. The Commune and Councils of the neighbourhoods have led the 
way, being the democratic voice of the peoples resistance. Women were among the first 
to declare they will not leave, with the Women’s commune taking a big role in council  
discussions.

• Calls to stop the attacks and build a democratic Syria, have been happening around the 
world. Especially in the Kurdish region of Turkey, with thousands of people marching in 
Amed against the attacks.

• During the resistance, 4 members of the ISF committed a self sacrificing action. 3 of 
whom were women. Their heroic actions gave hope for continuing the resistance, with 
YPJ saying:  “As long as there are sacrifices from this  people like Farashin,  Deniz, 
Rojbin, and Hawar, victory will always be for our people.”
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