
Fact Sheet: War crimes, violations and the revival of terrorism.

North and east Syria is witnessing an alarming escalation of grave human rights violations perpetrated by 
armed groups affiliated with the Syrian Transitional Government (STG), under the guise of slogans such 
as "imposing security and achieving stability."

Documented field data indicates that these operations do not enhance security or stability, but rather 
contribute directly to:

• Undermining social stability
• Widespread violations of the rights of civilians, particularly the Kurdish population
• Reproducing the conditions that previously allowed ISIS to emerge

The nature of these violations cannot be considered isolated incidents or transgressions. The frequency, 
geographical scope, and discriminatory character indicates a systematic pattern. The starting point were 
the attacks on the Kurdish neighborhoods Sheikh Maqsoud and Ashrafieh in Aleppo, where this pattern of 
violations began to appear with a massive number of documented violations.

Overview of the recent Human Rights Violations: 

• Military operations conducted under the pretext of the presence of the Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF), despite their official withdrawal from Aleppo neighborhoods under the April 1 agreement.

• Incursions into neighborhoods by irregular armed groups, some of which displayed slogans and 
symbols associated with ISIS.

• Extrajudicial killings of Kurdish civilians, accompanied by the mutilation of bodies to spread mass 
terror.

• The killing of a member of the Internal Security Forces (Asayish), the mutilation of her body, and its 
disposal from a residential building, in a flagrant violation of human dignity.

• The arrest of dozens of civilians without warrants, and the subsequent execution of some of them on 
the pretext of “affiliation with or cooperation with the SDF.”

• The repeated forced displacement of Kurdish families, many for the fourth time, without any 
guarantees of protection or safe return.

• These practices indicate a policy of collective targeting of a discriminatory nature, amounting to grave 
violations of international humanitarian law and constituting war crimes according to international 
standards. These violations were not confined to Aleppo; the pattern extended to other areas, most 
notably Tabqa, which suffered repeated abuses, including arbitrary arrests of civilians, confiscation of 
private property under the pretext of “security suspicion,” and a systematic campaign of intimidation 
that led to internal displacement and disruption of civilian life.

• In Raqqa, extrajudicial killings were carried out against civilians based on their ethnicity.

• They also killed female fighters from the Women’s Protection Units (YPJ) and mutilated their bodies, 
and captured two female fighters, with videos later showing their enslavement and sale to ISIS 
members.

• Public and service institutions were looted after the Autonomous Administration withdrew from the 
area.

• The al-Aqtan prison was attacked, which houses ISIS members, in a clear attempt to free them. Al-
Aqtan is now in the hands of the STG forces and prisoner releases have begun. 



Mercenary Activities

Based on the aforementioned information, mercenary activity was rampant. It wasn't limited to fighting 
for money; it manifested as a systematic pattern of governance and military conduct, encompassing:

• Uncontrolled armed groups operating with financial and vengeful motives.
• A near-total absence of command, control, and accountability.
• A systematic disregard for the rules of international humanitarian law.
• Treating civilian areas as "spoils of war" and a source of funding.

This pattern created a breeding ground for chaos and organized violence, undermining any possibility of 
building genuine stability based on the rule of law.

Other forms of violations:

1: Systematic looting and pillaging:
• Storming civilian homes, stealing private property, and plundering crops, livestock, and sources of 

income.
• Seizing public institutions and service facilities and confiscating property under the pretext of "security 

suspicion." These practices constitute a direct source of funding for armed groups and are consistent 
with the funding mechanisms adopted by ISIS during its periods of control.

2: Extrajudicial killings: 
• Carrying out summary executions without any judicial process.
• Targeting civilians based on their national identity or political suspicion and using excessive violence 

as a means of control and spreading terror.

3: Intimidation and psychological abuse: 
• Arbitrary arrests and enforced disappearances, threatening residents to force them to flee or remain 

silent and imposing financial levies by force.
• These practices have resulted in a multitude of negative consequences for society, including the 

disintegration of the social fabric, the collapse of trust between the community and armed groups, and 
the creation of a fertile ground for extremism and violence.

4: Targeted Violence Against Women

Field reports have documented instances of mercenary armed groups cutting the braids of female fighters 
from the Women's Protection Units (YPJ), both after their capture and after their killing. This systematic 
practice is inseparable from a context of deliberate humiliation and collective punishment. This act is not 
merely physical assault or mutilation, but rather a blatant violation of human dignity.
Such crimes have a symbolic character, targeting the political and social identity of the female fighters 
and deliberately attempting to undermine the symbolic role of women as key actors in the resistance 
against ISIS.

Cutting the braids is used here as a psychological and ideological weapon, reflecting an extremist, 
vengeful mentality that directly aligns with the practices of terrorist organizations. It constitutes a 
violation of international humanitarian law, particularly the rules relating to the protection of persons and 
the prohibition of degrading and humiliating treatment. These policies reproduce the same factors that 
previously led to the emergence of ISIS, such as systematic injustice, security repression, lack of justice 
and accountability, and violation of human dignity.



Violations promote resurgence of ISIS

The methods the with HTS affiliated militias use are similar to the ones ISIS used – using looting as a 
source of funding and intimidation as a tool of governance and justification for crimes under the guise of 
maintaining security and stability in the region. In addition, there are documented repeated attempts to 
release ISIS members from prisons and detention camps. These attempts include carrying out or 
facilitating attacks on detention centers holding ISIS members, deliberately turning a blind eye to mass 
escape attempts, and creating a state of chaos around prisons and camps.

They have also used the security vacuum as a pretext for losing control of detention sites. These practices 
indicate an objective convergence of interests between armed mercenaries and remnants of ISIS, using 
ISIS members as a tool to spread chaos and destabilize the region, and reviving ISIS as a security actor to 
forcibly impose new realities.
These violations do not contribute to combating terrorism; rather, they promote its resurgence and pose a 
direct threat to local, regional, and international security. They also undermine international efforts to 
combat ISIS, especially given the attempts to release its members or reintegrate them into chaotic 
environments.

Therefore, we conclude that security cannot be achieved through mercenary activities, nor can terrorism 
be combated with similar tools.
We demand an immediate halt to violations, to hold those responsible accountable, to protect civilians and 
combatants, and to prevent the release or leniency of ISIS members. This is not only a moral and legal 
obligation but also an urgent security necessity to ensure sustainable stability based on justice and the rule 
of law.

Kongra Star – Information Center
31.01.2026


